A diagram to show how to train a tree 
with a central leader. 


Wildely incorrect 

In my review of Robin Lane Fox's Better 
Gardening (The Garden, June 1983) | 
attributed the quotation ‘There’s only 


one thing worse than being talked about, 


and that’s not being talked about’, to 
George Bernard Shaw. | was wrong. It 
was Oscar Wilde. My thanks to the 
assiduous reader of The Garden who 
even managed to tell me the page 
number in The Picture of Dorian Gray on 
which the lines occur, and my apologies 
for the inconsistency. But then as Mr 
Wilde himself said: ‘consistency is the 
last refuge of the unimaginative’. 

ALAN TITCHMARSH 


ALTON, 
HANTS 


Growing trees with a central leader 
The choice and number of small trees 
which can be accommodated in smaller 
gardens is readily increased by 
encouraging a leader at the expense of 
all other branches of trees of normally 
bushy, or in some cases, spreading habit. 
The leader must be kept tied to a cane 
until the full desired height is eventually 
achieved, and the problems arise when 
the leader is no longer within reach i.e. 
from the top of the tallest available step- 
ladder. 

This seeming impasse is easily 
overcome with the aid of a foot or so 
(30cm) of galvanised or copper wire 
twisted into a short spiral and secured to 
the thinner end of an 8 foot cane (2.5m). 

After introducing the top of the leader 
into the throat of the spiral, it is only 
necessary to rotate the cane sufficiently .., 
to trap the leader in the centre of the 
spiral and tie the cane to the trunk, until, 
a year later, the manoeuvre is repeated 
to secure, vertically, the year’s growth. 

Thus trained and supported a 2- foot 
(60cm) specimen of Camellia ‘Charles 
Coburn’ has reached 17 feet in ten years 
(5m), and a specimen of Acer ‘Senkaki’ 
has grown from 23 feet to 10} feet in 
three years (75cm — 3.2m). 

Two elements of risk occur to me, the 
first is that such sustained growth is 
presumably more sappy and thus 
vulnerable to severe frost in colder 
gardens. The second is that in its 
“development stages” the tree is too 
slender to stand up to wind and even the 
stoutest stake will eventually, rotted 
below ground level, yield to a gale. The 
only totally safe support, multi-strand 
galvanised iron wires attached to strong 
pegs (or adjacent established trees or 
buildings), is to be recommended. 

RN. DANIELS, 


SOUTHAMPTON, 
HANTS 
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